Fisheries' Harvest Slot Limits Ensure Population Declines
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Frequency distributions of initial captures of terrapins from 1987 to 2005 in the Patuxent
River. These data do not include previously marked individuals recaptured in subsequent
years, only initial captures. Therefore these data do not reflect changes in population
dynamics from year to year, only a 19 year composite summary. Juveniles represents
individuals that were too small to sex, known gender counts in these smaller size classes
were recaptured later in life when there sex could be determined.
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This graph shows that the slot limits (4-7" in 2006 or 5-7" in 2007) target up to 50%
of the reproductive size females available in the population and all adult males.

This severely stunts recruitment of breeding size females into already struggling
populations such as this one (the Patuxent has experienced a 75% reduction in
the population's overall size over the past 20 years.)

This loss will be felt as sudden local population declines when the larger females
die off naturally, drown in nets and crab pots or get hit by cars while searching for
a suitable nesting site.
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